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SANTA 

is here 
at SOUTH 
EAST 

with a 
complete 
line of 


SEE OUR ANIMATED CHRISTMAS WINDOW 
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Eight-state Governors 7 Conference on Pony Express Centennial puts 
in rugged day 7 s work November 21st, 1957, at Utah's State Capitol 
Building. Seated, I. to r.: Frank W. Thatcher, son of original Pony 
Express rider George Thatcher; Pete Kelley, Director Department 
Economic Development, and representative of Governor Charls Rus¬ 
sell of Nevada; Colonel Waddell F. Smith, great-grandson of William 
Bradford Waddell of firm of Russell, Majors and Waddell, personal 
representative of Governor Goodwin J. Knight of California; Gover¬ 
nor George D. Clyde of Utah, grandson of 1849 pioneers, host of 
the conference; Miss Lola Homsher, State Archivet and Director 
of State Historical Society, personal representative of Governor Mil- 
ward L. Simpson of Wyoming; Bartlett Boder, Executive Vice 
President of Central Overland Pony Express Trail Association, and 


personal representative of Governor James T. Blair of Missouri. 
Back row (standing) I. to r.: Mel Bennett, president of Major 
Howard Egan Pony Express chapter. Sons of Utah Pioneers; Dr. 
A. R. Mortensen, Managing Director, Utah State Historical Society; 
Ernest R. McKay, chairman of Sons of Utah Pioneers 7 Pony Express 
Committee and Utah representative; Dr. Carl J. Christensen, president. 
National Society, Sons of Utah Pioneers; former Utah governor 
Charles R. Mabey, Pony Express authority and author; Horace A. 
Sorensen, Managing Director, Pioneer Village Museum, immediate 
past president Sons of Utah Pioneers; Sherman B. Lowe, executive 
assistant to Governor Clyde of Utah; and H. Ward McCarty, secretary 
pro-tem of conference. 


Eight-State Governor's Conference Names McKay Chairman of 
Three-Man Committee to Set Up National Pony Express Centennial 


Ernest R. McKay of Ogden, represent¬ 
ing Governor George D. Clyde of Utah, 
was named chairman, November 21st, of 
a three-man interim committee charged 
to incorporate the National Pony Ex¬ 
press Centennial Association. 

Named to serve with Chairman McKay 
was Colonel Waddell E. Smith, personal 
representative of Governor Goodwin J. 
Knight of California, and Bartlett Boder, 
personal representative of Governor 
James T. Blair of Missouri. 

In addition to Boder, Smith and Mc¬ 
Kay, the conference directed that Miss 
Lola Homsher, personal representative of 
Governor Milward M. Simpson of Wyo¬ 
ming, and Pete Kelley, personal repre¬ 
sentative of Governor Charles Russell of 
Nevada; A. E. Eichberg, personal repre¬ 
sentative of Governor Victor E. Ander¬ 
son of Nebraska; and the personal repre¬ 
sentatives of Governors George Dockings 
of Kansas, and Stephen L. R. McNichols 
of Colorado, be named to the original 
Board of Trustees of the Association. 

The three-man committee will take 
over the affairs of the group until the 
proposed corporation comes into being. 
Officers of the Association will be named 
from the Board of eight Trustees. 


The eight-state Governors’ Conference 
was three years in the planning by the 
National Society of the Sons of Utah Pio¬ 
neers as the initial step toward a National 
Centennial Celebration of the fabled Pony 
Express to be reenacted in the early spring 
of I960. Governor George D. Clyde of 
Utah was approached with the sugges¬ 
tion that Utah break the ice with an invi¬ 
tational Governors’ Conference of the 
original eight Pony Express states. 

The idea met with instant enthusiastic 
success on the part of each Governor, and 
while only five of the eight states were 
able to send personal representatives to 
the conference, the cordial response from 
these absent states was the very en¬ 
couragement the group needed. Every¬ 
thing about the conference was success¬ 
ful and down to 'grass-roots-level.” 

Ernest R. McKay, the Utah representa¬ 
tive and chairman of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers’ Pony Express Committee, acted 
as chairman of the all-day sessions of the 
conference, which convened at 10:00 
a.m., November 21st, in the Governor’s 
Board Room at the State Capitol in Salt 
Lake City. Dr. Carl J. Christensen, presi¬ 
dent of the Sons of Utah Pioneers wel¬ 


comed the conference and pointed up its 
importance and significance. 

Luncheon was served in the new Stu¬ 
dent Union Building on the campus of 
the University of Utah, and the afternoon 
session remained at this location. The 
long day ended at SUP Pioneer Village 
where Horace A. Sorensen, Managing Di¬ 
rector of the museum, was host at a "Pio¬ 
neer Table d’hote Supper.” 

By official action of the conference, the 
following ground work was accomplished: 

1. The idea of a National Celebration 
during the I960 Centennial Year of 
the Pony Express was enthusiasti¬ 
cally agreed upon. 

2. The original eight Pony Express 
states of Missouri, Nebraska, Kan¬ 
sas, Colorado, Wyoming, Nevada, 
California and Utah should join 
as a central group to encourage 
planning and to spearhead action. 

3. These eight states to form an Exec¬ 
utive Committee composed of the 
personal representative of each of 
the Governors concerned, and to 
vest in this committee complete 

See CONFERENCE, Page 4 
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power to direct the entire .en¬ 
terprise. 

4. President Eisenhower will be asked 
to head the Association as Honor¬ 
ary Chairman. Acting with the 
President should be an Honorary 
Board of Governors made up of the 
Chief Executive of each of the orig¬ 
inal eight Pony Express states. 

5. Two Advisory Committees will 
assist the Honorary Board of Gov¬ 
ernors: (a) Senators, and (b) Con¬ 
gressional Representatives from 
the eight Pony Express states. 

6. The Centennial to be immediately 
incorporated and each of the eight 
Pony Express states urged to set up 
separate state corporations pat¬ 
terned after the national parent or¬ 
ganization. 

7. A three-man Committee was named 
and directed to immediately incor¬ 
porate the National Pony Express 
Centennial Association with the 
eight personal representatives of 
Governors of the Pony Express 
states as the organizers. Initial offi¬ 
cers to be agreed upon by states 
concerned. 

8. This eight - state Executive Com¬ 
mittee (i. e. the eight incorpora¬ 
tors ) shall have power to select 
other directors or trustees in any 
number, and to seek assistance of 
all interested groups as co-sponsor- 
ing organizations, and to select a 
paid managing director and neces¬ 
sary staff for the enterprise. 

Requires Everyone’s Cooperation 

It is realized that an enterprise such as 
the Pony Express Centennial will require 
money. Finances will be necessary for 
many things, from stamps and stationery 
to nominal salaries of a few paid em¬ 
ployees, and other incidental expenses. 
Such financial aid must come from two 
sources: initial small grants from each of 
the eight states, and gratuities from inter¬ 
ested groups and private citizens. Both 
will be sought. 

Each of the eight states will be free to 
plan the extent and methods of its own 
individual celebration. 

As an Executive Committee, the Gov¬ 
ernor s Representatives will seek authori¬ 
zation for a commemorative Pony Ex¬ 
press Stamp, a commemorative Pony Ex¬ 
press Silver Dollar, national proclama¬ 
tion, state proclamations, cooperation 
from the railroads, the telephone and tele¬ 
graph companies, the U. S. Army, State 
Historical Societies, Native Sons and 
Daughters groups, western societies of all 



Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett Boder of St. Joseph; Mis¬ 
souri,. caught by SUP camera at November 21st 
Pony Express Conference in Salt Lake City. Mr. 
Boder represented Governor James T. Blair of 
Micssuri and will serve as a vice president of 
the National Pony Express Centennial Associa¬ 
tion. Interesting highlights of Mr. Boder's back¬ 
ground: He was schooled in London, Paris and 
Berlin and for some years was reporter on the 
St. Joseph News-Press, and the St. Joseph News 
Gazette. He is president of Missouri Valley 
Trust Co., trustee of St. Joseph Light & Powar Co., 
vice president of Tootle-Lacy National Bank, 
president of St. Joseph Museum, served in the 
A.E.F. WWI as battery officer in 127th and 104th 
Field Artillery, retiring as Lieutenant Colonel on 
35th Division Staff; originated the name "Mis- 
sourissippi" for the world's longest river; has 
served as a chairman of Missouri State Council 
of Defense, member of the President's Conference 
on Fire Prevention; a term each as St. Joseph City 
assessor, comptroller, and police commissioner; 
State Vice Commander American Legion, Direc¬ 
tor National Voiture Forty and Eight; is a mem¬ 
ber of Society, Mayflower Descendants; Sons 
American Revolution; is vice president State 
Historical Society, executive vice president Cen¬ 
tral Overland Pony Express Trail Association; 
author with articles in France-Amerique on his¬ 
tory of Early French West of Missouri River, 
also articles in English on historical and geo¬ 
graphical aspects of Missouri Valley and the 
West. 


types which are interested in the legends 
of the old West. 

High on the above list should be the 
Chambers of Commerce of St. Joseph, 
Missouri and Sacramento, California; the 
Central Overland Pony Express Trail As¬ 
sociation (Harry H. Hilp, President, San 
Francisco; and Senator Swift Berry, sec¬ 
retary-treasurer, of Placerville, Califor¬ 
nia), Herb Hamlin and his famous 
monthly, "The Pony Express,” of Sanoma, 
California; Lucius Beebe and Charles 
Clegg of the colorful "Territorial Enter¬ 
prise” of Nevada's famous Virginia City, 
and every Corral of Westerners, all riding 
clubs. 

There must be room in the Centennial 
Celebration for all. 


STt'P 'Hette 

AND EXECUTIVE BOARD 
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE 
SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 


Send 

Best Wishes 

For a 

Very Merry 
Christmas 

and 






Happy Hew Year 


Dr. Carl J. Christensen.....President 

1291 Third Ave., Salt Lake City 

Horace A. Sorensen.....Immediate Past Pres. 

3000 Connor St., Salt Lake City 

Karl B. Hale.. 1st Vice President 

3885 Parkview Drive, Salt Lake City 

Dr. Richard Poll....-2nd Vice President 

1159 East Aspen Ave., Provo 

E. LaMar Buckner......3rd Vice President 

3573 Liberty Ave., Ogden 

Earl Hansen.....4th Vice President 

167 S. 2nd East, Logan 

Marlon S. Bateman....5th Vice President 

517 South State, Sandy 

Ronald L. Kingsbury....—.Treasurer 

1653 Emerson Ave., Salt Lake City 

Milton V. Backman. .Judge-Advocate 

145 S. 500 East, Salt Lake City 

Gustive O. Larson.........Historian 

1234 No. Cherry Lane, Provo 

Frank Munns————,,. Chaplain 

Garland, Utah 

Dr. Leland H. Creer....Trails and Landmarks 

76 "U” Street, Salt Lake City 

Ernest R. McKay...Pony Express Centennial 

411 Kiesel Bldg., Ogden 

Dr. A. R. Mortensen—--Utah State Parks 

2684 Hawthorne Ave., Salt Lake City 

Dr. Walter A. Kerr.Pioneer Stories 

132 University St., Salt Lake City 

William A. Pulsipher.Know Your Utah 

2230 S. 22 East, Salt Lake City 

Fred E. H. Curtis.Commanding General 

Mormon Battalion 
1507 S. 7th East, Salt Lake City 

Horace A. Sorensen.—Managing Director 

S.U.P. Pioneer Village Museum 
2998 S. 2150 East, Salt Lake City 

❖ * * 

H. Ward McCarty.Executive Secretary 
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Col. Waddell F. Smith Traces History of Pony Express 


(Editor’s note: Colonel Smith (A.F. Ret.), 
was Governor Goodwin J. Knight’s per¬ 
sonal representative at the November 21st, 
eight-state Governor’s Pony Express Cen¬ 
tennial Conference in Salt Lake City, and 
this article is written from the transcrip¬ 
tion of a talk delivered by him at Pioneer 
Village. If there are errors they are the 
result of the editor’s inability to properly 
excerpt the remarks.) 

I would like to take you back in your 
mind, with mine, to my boyhood in Mis¬ 
souri, and tell you how I heard from four 
generations of Waddells in direct descent, 
the stories of the early West. There was 
precious little of that story that had not 
touched my family . . . and I listened to it 
from 'close to the throne,” if I may use 
that figure of speech. 

I was filled with a love for the west 
and dreamed of adventure. Now at this 
period of my life I can truly say I have 
lived adventure, not only in the West, but 
throughout the world, and am grateful 
that I now find myself in a position to 
give and to lend instead of taking. 

I believe I know the history of the Pony 
Express because I have made it the very 
core of my being to learn it, and learn it 
well. There is no conjecture in what I 
have to say, and I feel it tonight as if it 
had happened only yesterday. 

As background, all of us will recall 
that the Oregon Territorial Movement 
began ahead of that of California and that 
even though Dr. Marcus Whitman estab¬ 
lished his Mission in 1836, it was not 
until 1841 that the first wheels rolled in 
to the Oregon Territory. In that same 
year, John Bid well got across the Sierras 
with a wagon train of emigrants, though 
they had to take the wagons apart and 
pack them over some parts of the trail. 
These were the first wheels of the West¬ 
ern Movement to roll in to California. 

We recall the story of the raising of the 
American Flag in 1846 at Monterey and 
at the Presidio. Word got back to the 



A - 


* 


Col. Waddell F. Smith, greatgrandson of Wil¬ 
liam Bradford Waddell, member of the original 
Pony Express firm of Russell, Majors and Wad¬ 
dell. Col. Smith represents the State of Cali¬ 
fornia as vice president on the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the newly organized National Pony 
Express Centennial Association. Author, sports¬ 
man, Pony Express authority, Col. Smith owns 
and maintain the famous Pony Express Museum 
at San Rafael, California. 

east in time to make that year of 1846 
the first massive emigration west. Ac¬ 
tually it began that spring in Independ¬ 
ence, Missouri. 

We say spring because the movement 
west could not start before May as the 
emigrants had to wait until spring 
grasses were up in order that horses and 
livestock could forage along the way. It 
required six months to cross the plains, 
and the Rocky Mountains to California. 
They had to get over the Sierras by Oc¬ 
tober if they were to miss the snows. 

Emigration increased. Some went 
around the Horn, others crossed the 


Isthmus. Emigrants poured westward by 
any and every means they could devise, 
and with it all came the military move¬ 
ment west to secure and protect the new 
territory. Detachments were at Fort Riley, 
Fort Sill, Fort Laramie, Fort Bridger and 
Fort Hall, among other locations. 

The moving hordes must be protected 
from hostile Indians and order was to be 
preserved in the new west. In order to 
supply these military outposts, the firm 
of Waddell and Russell came into exis¬ 
tence in Lexington, Missouri, in 1852. In 
1855 Mr. Majors joined and the firm be¬ 
came Russell, Majors and Waddell. They 
were not mail carriers; they were not ex¬ 
press men. They were in equal partner¬ 
ship in the freighting business, contract¬ 
ing over the Santa Fe Trail, over the trail 
to Cherry Creek (Denver), and west to 
California. 

Bear in mind there was no rail trans¬ 
portation as yet, even to the Missouri 
River, and this freighting firm was so 
vast and comprehensive in its organiza¬ 
tion that its payroll covered more than 
5000 employees who operated more than 
5000 "prairie schooner wagons.” (You 
have one of this type here at Pioneer Vil¬ 
lage and I am inclined to^believe that it 
is a Russell, Majors and Waddell wagon. 
I hope that it is.) Add to this outlay some 
75,000 oxen; over half the oxen popula¬ 
tion of the United States at the time, and 
the firm really takes on large proportions. 

The firm operated a daily stage coach 
from Cherry Creek to the Missouri River. 
And to point up the importance of that 
river, remember it was as far west as one 
could travel by water. Lexington, Mis¬ 
souri, where my father was born, is the 
first town on the turn, then Independ¬ 
ence, Westport Landing, St. Joe, and 
Council Bluffs and Omaha. All these 
were on the "turn,” at which point the 
river runs north. At these points freight 
left the water route and had to move 
farther west by foot, horseback or on 
wheels. The river was the jumping-off 
place and because of this has been called 
the "mother of the west.” 

Here at the Missouri River was the 
beginning of the Santa Fe Trail, the Over¬ 
land Trail, the Mormon Trail, the Oregon 
Trail. Of the firm of Russell, Majors and 
Waddell, Mr. Russell was the business 
promoter, contact man with the Govern¬ 
ment, negotiator of contracts. Mr. Majors 
was the pioneer, plainsman and trader, 
while Waddell was the banker, the finan¬ 
cier. The three made a wonderfully com¬ 
bined intelligence that resulted in great 
success. 

See PONY EXPRESS, Page 6 



Remarkable map mural on wall of Pany Express Museum at Pioneer Village in Salt Lake. Many 
of the Important stations of the 190 total, are depicted on the 1860-1861 trail between St. 
Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California. An honor roll of all known Pony Express riders 
is soon to be painted upon another wall of the museum. 
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Governor Clyde of Utah Signs Up With National 
Society, Sons of Utah Pioneers, Gets Lapel Pin 



Governor George D. Clyde of Utah joins National Society, Sons of Utah Pioneers and receives 
diamond-studded lapel pin from H. Ward McCarty, executive secretary of the Society. Governor 
Clyde was host to the November 21st eight-state Governors' Conference on Plans for 1960 Pony 
Express Centennial Celebration. 


PONY EXPRESS, From Page 5 

1 Senator W. M. Gwin, while traveling 
overland to Missouri and thence to Wash¬ 
ington, D. G, is credited with having 
conceived the idea of the Pony Express 
and with having proposed it to William 
H. Russell, a member of the above 
freighting firm, when the senator and 
Russell met at the capital. He argued 
that Russell, Majors and Waddell, with 
their investment in stations, wagons and 
men, strung along the interior of the con¬ 
tinent, where the logical ones to accom¬ 
plish such a feat. 

It could be done by filling in with 
additional way-stations, about ten miles 
apart, then buying the fastest blooded 
horses obtainable, each to be ridden at 
break-neck speed for a distance of not 
more than ten miles or so. The daring 
rider would then leap from his mount, 
strip the mochila (in the locked pockets 
of which the mail was to be stored) from 
his saddle, and, flinging it and himself 
on an already saddled and waiting mount, 
he was to be off in a cloud of dust, cob¬ 
ble stones, or whatever might be under 
foot. 

With this constant relay of horse 
flesh and stalwart youth, the mail could 
be got through from the end of the rail¬ 
road at St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacra¬ 
mento, and vice versa, with a speed un¬ 
familiar to former means of travel. 

Russell was enthusiastic about the idea, 
especially when Senator Gwin intimated 



Ute Rangers at Deep Creek station marker 
(home of Major Howard Egan, Western Division 
Superintendent of the Pony). L. to r.: Lyle Lar¬ 
sen, Lloyd Pearson, Mel Bennett, Frank Burton, 
Fielding Burton. 


that the seeds of possible division within 
California, as between the North and the 
South, might be rendered impotent by 
fast mail communication east and west. 
Gwin promised legislation to authorize a 
subsidy, if Russell’s firm would imme¬ 
diately undertake the project. 

Without consulting his two equal part¬ 
ners, Russell gave his oral word that the 
desired "Pony Express" would be or¬ 


ganized. He then hurried back to the 
Missouri River and told Majors and 
Waddell what he had done. They vetoed 
the idea, feeling that the project could not 
possibly be made to pay, and the prom¬ 
ise of a subsidy, from a government 
about to be embroiled in a Civil War, 
was too uncertain. Russell then explained 
that his oral word had been given in 
Washington; that his word bound his 
partners. 

The force of this statement was recog¬ 
nized by Majors and Waddell. Without 
delay they directed their efforts to the 
placing of additional stations along the 
route, and buyers were dispatched to 
comb the country for the fastest horses in 
the market and to search out athletic 
youths who could ride them. 

On April 3, I860, the first Pony Ex¬ 
press rider, with the cheers of well-wish¬ 
ers in his ears, dashed away from the still- 
existing Pony Express barns at Patee Park, 
St. Joseph. The mail was on its way to 
Sacramento. 

On the same day, an east-bound coun¬ 
terpart was to leave Sacramento. But San 
Franciscans and the Pony Express offi¬ 


cials felt that the event was worthy of a 
grand send-off from the bay region; con¬ 
sequently the first scheduled departure, on 
April 3rd, originated there, with the 
hardy pony going only from the Alta 
Telegraph Company’s office (later the 
Western Union) to the San Francisco 
water-front, where the mail was placed 
(unofficially, because not in the contract) 
on a steamer bound for Sacramento. It 
arrived at the capital between two and 
three in the morning. 

Through the rainy dawn of April 4, 
I860, the mail was then sped on its way 
toward Placerville. The dream of span¬ 
ning the forbidding interior of the con¬ 
tinent in ten days was in process of com¬ 
ing true, with the ponies traveling both 
ways, their mail pockets full of national 
news, to keep the people in the west in¬ 
formed and thereby bolstering up their 
loyalty to the Union. 

For a time, Piute uprisings along the 
route delayed the ponies. The army, tem¬ 
porarily at a disadvantage, asked Russell, 
Majors and Waddell to bring to bear 

See PONY EXPRESS, Page 8 
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has accomplished, and 
membership. Thanks, 
fresh out. 


T H AN KS TO 
OUR NEW HOL- 
LADAY CHAPTER, 

the National So¬ 
ciety now has a 
new, 1958 supply 
of Sons of Utah 
Pioneers Fact 
Sheets that explain 
what the National 
Society is all about, 
when it was organ¬ 
ized, what its pur¬ 
poses and objec¬ 
tives are, what it 
who is eligible for 
fellas ... we were 


PIONEER VILLAGE ACKNOWLEDGES 
A GIFT FROM MRS. ASHBY DOUGLAS 
BOYLE of a fine tray and two Japanese 
vases to be added to the President Heber 
J. Grant Collection. 


ACCORDING TO DAN VALENTINE, 
CHARLES J. MOODY, 2540 E 6200 
South, SLC, holds the unofficial cham¬ 
pionship for "Trekking.” He set out to 
tour the U. S. and visit EVERY STATE 
IN THE UNION ... all 48 of ’em. This 
he did. By careful planning and constant 
check of highway maps, plus intelligent 
routing . . . Mr. Moody visited every state 
in the Union . . 48 states in 48 days. And 
that’s not all. He wrote a book about it 

iiBirfiiiit'i 8 **- i I I'liiin 


EDITOR S POSSE 


LESTER S. RIGBY, 2554 Skyline Drive, 
has given the Village an old Spencer rifle 
used by his father, James L. Rigby, when 
herding sheep. Thanks, Les . . . Come up 
and see it sometime ... in our big fire¬ 
arms collection. 


MORMON BATTALION OFFICERS 
HELD REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING, 
DECEMBER 2 at 504 Walker Bank Build¬ 
ing, Salt Lake City. A general invitation 
is open to all members of Sons of Utah 
Pioneers to join this colorful military unit. 


Frank W. Asper, famed LDS Tabernacle Organ¬ 
ist, caught by our camera at the console of 
the huge organ. Last week Mr. Asper presented 
Pioneer Village Museum with two rare LDS 
books; the 1853 edition of "The Harp of Zion," 
the collected poems of John Lyon published for 
the benefit of the Perpetual Emigrating Fund 
by S. W. Richards, Liverpool, and T. C. Arm¬ 
strong, London; also the 1868 edition of "The 
Deseret First Reader" in deseret alphabet. 


when he got home. A correspondent who 
signs himself HAS asks whether or not 
this would make a popular SUP Trek? 
We dunno , . . whatdayusay? 


THE OLD AND HONORED SUP SALT 
LAKE LUNCHON CLUB, with headquar¬ 
ters in Hotel Utah's LaFayette Dining 
Room, took its special tour-trek of Salt 
Lake’s historic City and County Building, 
December 7th. The occasion was the "Re¬ 
activation of the Chimes” in the high grey 
belfry. Chapter members with families 
and friends were conducted through the 
building from top to bottom by Chapter 
President Edwin Q. Cannon (who, inci¬ 
dentally, is also Salt Lake County Com¬ 
missioner) and Newell K. Knight. They 
were shown the original charter of Salt 
Lake City and the hundred-year-old min¬ 
utes so beautifully kept by Robert Camp¬ 
bell in pure Spencerian script. Refresh¬ 
ments were served and everyone al¬ 
lowed it was tremendous. 


THOMAS CALDWELL ADAMS, EN¬ 
GINEER AND CIVIC PLANNER and SUP 

Member, was speaker at Salt Lake Lunch¬ 
eon Club, December 4th. As a member of 
the chapter, Dr. Adams, who has been 
closely associated with the civic and con¬ 
struction activities of the Salt Lake 
Chamber of Commerce, spoke on some 
unusual suggestions he and his asso¬ 
ciates have uncovered, which would im¬ 
prove Utah’s municipal planning. 

• 

DRS. CHESTER J. MEYERS, PRESI¬ 
DENT OF OLD JUNIPER CHAPTER IN 
LOGAN, AND J. SEDLEY STANFORD 

have been working with John Israelson 
of Hyrum on the reactivation of the old 
Allen Chapter, SUP ... or an entirely 
new chapter. Working with these three 
are the following Hyrum citizens: Retir¬ 
ing Mayor Ivan Miller, Incoming Mayor 
W. H. Terry, Einer L. Jensen and C. D. 
McBride. We hope to have a success 
story to report in January. 

See POSSE, Page 9 
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Of Importance to All Members, SUP Chapters 


PONY EXPRESS, From Page 6 

their own resources in helping to end the 
Indian troubles. 

Early in the summer of 1861 came re¬ 
organization, made necessary by a combi¬ 
nation of additional circumstances, be¬ 
ginning with the fall of Fort Sumter on 
April 14th. The Confederates had, there¬ 
upon, cut the southern mail line to Cali¬ 
fornia, which John Butterfield of the 
American Express (one of the companies, 
including the National, Adams, and Wells 
Fargo, who had pooled their interests to 
form a compny) was operating under 
the designation "Overland Mail” via El 
Paso, Texas. 

The double interference with the mails 
—by the Piutes west of Salt Lake along 
the Ponies’ central route, and by the Con¬ 
federates’ cutting of the Butterfield line 
through El Paso—made it apparent that 
something had to be done. It took the 
form of a transference of Butterfield’s 
resources to the western half of the Pony 
Express route, viz., between Salt Lake 
and Sacramento, while Russell, Majors 
and Waddell continued to operate the 
eastern portion as far as St. Joseph. 

This arrangement enabled the reor¬ 
ganized Pony Express to resume opera¬ 
tions on July 1, 1861, and it continued to 
run between the constantly approaching 
wireheads of the transcontinental tele¬ 
graph until the latter’s completion on Oc¬ 
tober 24 of the same year. Two days 
later, when all the ponies were in, the 
mechanical click of the telegraph replaced 


This is the last month of the old year. 
A new SUP Membership Year begins in 
your chapter the morning of January 1st. 
1958 membership dues should be renewed 
just as early as is convenient for you to 
do so. Help your chapter begin the new 
year with all of its old members on rec¬ 
ord as "Paid for 1958.” 

Certainly every member of every chap¬ 
ter understands and knows very well what 
the yearly dues to his chapter are. We 
have all paid them in years passed. WE 
DO NOT NEED A FORMAL INVOICE 
OR STATEMENT FROM OUR CHAP¬ 
TER PRESIDENCY. Therefore, we urge 


the live, melodious hoof beats of the 
ponies. 

The lack of a subsidy from a govern¬ 
ment with a civil war on its hands, as 
forseen by Russell’s partners, and that 
government’s failure to reimburse the 
company for its outlay and losses in the 
Piute war, were the main causes for the 
collapse of Russell, Majors and Waddell. 
It has been estimated that, just to fireak 
even, the firm should have had sixteen 
dollars for every dollar of postal revenue 
taken in; but to the unappraisable credit 
of these men, at least to Majors and Wad¬ 
dell, is their decision to keep an oral 
promise in the face of expected failure. 


that chapter members everywhere draw 
their checks NOW ... and pay their 1958 
membership renewals to their chapter. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
SHOULD MEMBERS DRAW CHECKS 
OR SEND DUES TO THE NATIONAL 
OFFICE. Your only obligation is with 
your chapter. Let’s put this annual respon¬ 
sibility of MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
on an honest-to-goodness business basis. 
Let’s not drag our heels for thirty to sixty 
to ninety days. Write YOUR CHAPTER 
a check now and "get on the alkaline 
side.” 


Following the close of the Pony Ex¬ 
press on October 24, 1861, the old line 
of Russell, Majors and Waddell was sold 
at a public sale in Leavenworth, Kansas, 
on March 7, 1862, to satisfy a mortgage 
held by Benjamin Holladay who himself 
bid the property in, that date marking the 
exodus of Russell, Majors and Waddell 
from the scene. In November 1866, Hol¬ 
laday sold the equipment to the Wells 
Fargo Express Company, a transaction 
which represented the latter’s first con¬ 
nection with the long extinct Pony 
Express. 

l The balance of this article is excerpted from an 
article by Colonel Smith that was printed in the 
March, 1950, issue of the California Historical 
Quarterly, 


Bartlett Boder Reports Results of Governors' 
Conference to St. Joe — 1860 Pony Express Terminus 


SUP News is delighted to reprint the 
following report to the State of Missouri 
as made by Mr. Bartlett Boder, vice presi¬ 
dent of the National Pony Express Cen¬ 
tennial Asociation on his return from Salt 
Lake City. His report was carried by St. 
Joseph newspapers: 

"Machinery for the Pony Express Cen¬ 
tennial in I960 is starting to roll, accord¬ 


ing to Bartlett Boder. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Boder returned today 
from a conference at Salt Lake City where 
he represented Governor James T. Blair 
of Missouri, 

"Many ambitious plans are being 
made, one being for re-enactment of the 
Pony Express ride. Riding club members 
want to follow the men selected and there 


are so many that it will make an impres¬ 
sive sight all along the run. 

"Utah alone has about 2,000 members 
of riding clubs, Mr. Boder said. 

"He announced at the conference that 
he had asked the Burlington railroad 
about the possibility of bringing in one 
of its old time engines with a "Boo-Hoo” 
whistle. That engine would make a short 
run into St. Joseph on the day of the 
celebration. Mail from its mail car then 
would be taken by pony riders. 

"An organization to be known as the 
Pony Express Centennial Association was 
set up and Mr. Boder was elected vice- 
president for the east end of the terri¬ 
tory. 

"Ernest R. McKay of Ogden was elect¬ 
ed president. Col. Waddell Smith was 
elected vice-president for the west end. 
Colonel Smith is a native of Lexington, 
Mo., and a grandson of one of the found¬ 
ers of the Pony Express. Russell, Majors 
and Waddell, who started the famous 
venture, had their headquarters here at 
the Patee House. 

See Bottom of Opposite Page 



Remains of station at Boyds. Ute Rangers, left to right, Frank Burton, Mel Bennett, Lyle Larsen, 
Fielding Burton, Lloyd Pearson. 
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D. JAMES CANNON, DIRECTOR OF 
UTAH'S TOURIST AND PUBLICITY 
COUNCIL, writes: "Congratulations to 
the Sons of Utah Pioneers for their 
sponsorship of the Pony Express Cen¬ 
tennial, and the progress of planning for 
this event. I want to tell you that my 
office stands ready and willing to help in 
whatever way may further the promotion 
of the celebration.” 


Representing Governors of Nevada, Missouri, Wyoming, and California at November 21st 8-state 
conference on 1960 Pony Express Centennial are, from left to right: Mr. Pete Kelley (Nevada), Mr. 
Bartlett Boder (Missouri), Miss Lola Homsher (Wyoming), and Colonel Waddell F. Smith (California). 


Pony Express Museums Now Span 8 Western States 


With the completion this month at 
Pioneer Village in Salt Lake City of an 
official Pony Express "Way Station” and 
a Pony Express Museum chock-full of im¬ 
pressive items interpreting the epoch, 
the nation now has three specialized 
Pony Express museums; one at each end 
of the original 1990-mile cross-country 
route and one smack in the middle where 
the east-west riders crossed. 

The oldest and most famous is the 
Pony Express Museum at St. Joseph, Mis¬ 
souri, the eastern beginning and termi¬ 
nus of the route; the second is at Colonel 
Waddell F. Smith’s legendary Pony Ex¬ 
press Retreat, in San Rafael, California. 

These three historic institutions in no 
way depreciate many exceptionally fine 
personal and private collections of Pony 
Express relics, not the least of which are 
those in Reno, Placerville, San Francisco, 


Las Vegas, Cheyenne and Denver. 

The new museum in Pioneer Village 
has two purposes: (a) to display an au¬ 
thentic restoration of a Pony Expreess 
"way station,” with bunks, tack, miscel¬ 
laneous gear and living equipment exact¬ 
ly as the riders and station attendants 
used, and (b) to appropriately display 
maps, documents, drawings, photographs, 
and related items, that tell the story of the 
Pony Expreess. As a special attraction the 
museum will display all possible books 
and source works on the subject, and pro¬ 
vide space for the Major Howard Egan 
Pony Express chapter of Sons of Utah 
Pioneers to display its trophies and 
honors. 


SUGAR HOUSE CHAPTER held its No¬ 
vember meeting the night of the 25 th at 
Pioneer Village with E. Cecil McGavin 
as guest speaker. About an even hundred 
members, guests and wives enjoyed a 
good supper, tingling entertainment and 
a thought provoking speaker. 

• 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL HAROLD 
H. JENSON OF THE MORMON BAT- 
TALI ON reminds everyone that Bill Hig¬ 
gins, American Legion Officer in Charge 
of Military Units for Flag Ceremonies in 
Armistice Day Celebrations, is planning 
to ask the Battalion for a color guard next 
year. 

• 

OFFICERS OF THE PRESIDENT JO¬ 
SEPH F. SMITH FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

have advised members as follows: "It has 
been proposed that a room in memoriam 
of Joseph F. Smith be made in Pioneer 
Village Museum. It seems a splendid idea, 
and already a list of things which some 
family members are willing to donate 
has been drawn up. A committee has 
been appointed with Geraldine Ballard as 
chairman. We would urge you to con¬ 
sider what you have that would be a val¬ 
uable addition to this room. Then call 
Geraldine at DA 2-0180 so arrangements 
can be made for picking up. Joseph S. 
Knowlton, President; Elaine C. Nichols, 
Secretary.” 

See POSSE, Page 13 


BODER, From Page 8 

"Governors’ representatives met in the 
office of Governor George D. Clyde of 
Utah. Former Utah Governor Charles R. 
Mabey attended. 

"Governor Mabey, author of Western 
poems, sent a book of his verse to Gover¬ 
nor Blair by Mr. Boder, 

"The conference was called by Gover¬ 
nor Clyde at the suggestion of the Sons of 
Utah Pioneers. Dr. Carl J. Christensen, 
distinguished physicist at the University 
of Utah, is president of that organization.” 



Albert J, Elggren, left, long-time treasurer, and 
Commissioner Edwin Q. Cannon, right, president 
of solid Salt Lake Luncheon Club chapter, 
"shake" on the occasion of the chapter's suc¬ 
cessful Fall Festival Banquet, November 6th, at 
beautiful Yalecrest Ward, Herbert Avenue and 
18th East. Three hundred attended and enjoyed 
a roast beef dinner that came "fully equipped." 
National SUP officers attending were President 
and Mrs. Carl J. Christensen, Vice-President and 
Mrs. Karl B. Hale, Judge-Advocate and Mrs. 
Milton V. Backman, Treasurer and Mrs. Ronald 
L. Kingsbury, and Mr. and Mrs. Horace A. Sor¬ 
ensen. Mr. Sorensen is Managing Director of 
Pioneer Village. Ira Cannon cracked the whip 
as master of ceremonies in the absence of Earl 
W. Pierce, and his dry wit brought many a laugh. 
Entertainment was furnished by the East High 
School violin sextet, the Evans Quartet, and 
readings by Mrs. Avard Booth and accordion mu¬ 
sic by Bill Cowles. Ebenezer Kirkham led com¬ 
munity singing and Bryant S. Hinckley offered 
the benediction. 
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City of the Rocks —On the Trail of 
The Forty-Niners. Possible SUP Trek? 


By Oran Whittaker 
Rupert, Idaho 

The news of the discovery of gold at 
Sutter’s Mill in January, 1848, had spread 
itself over the entire country by 1849, 
gathering momentum and emphasis as it 
went until the time the snows had melted 
from the foothills of the Rockies and 
there was enough grass to sustain animal 
life, every trail leading westward from 
the Missouri River was humming with: 
"Oh! Susanna, don’t you cry for me, I’m 
goin’ to Californee with my washbowl on 
my knee.” Never before nor since has 
such an aggegation of men, beasts and 
vehicles traversed the pages of history as 
bid their loved ones and civilization 


goodbye and turned their resolute steps 
toward the sun in the spring of 1849- 
The wealth of wild furs attracted a few; 
fertile lands and unwavering faith in God 
compelled others to strike out for their des¬ 
tiny, but people from all walks and ev¬ 
ery condition of life gave heed to the 
cry of Gold! It was as if someone had 
suddenly struck a bright light on a dark 
night and moths everywhere were attract¬ 
ed to its golden glow. 

This gigantic, human pilgrimage 
moaned and groaned and sang its way 
over the Nebraska Plains, up the Sweet¬ 
water, across the mountains and open 
spaces of Wyoming, on to the Mighty 
Snake River and Fort Hall. Between 
Fort Hall and the Humboldt Wells in 
Nevada there was a stretch of some sixty 
miles of strictly Forty-Niner Trail. It 
began three days’ journey westward from 
Fort Hall, where the old Oregon Trail 
crossed Raft River at Yale, Idaho. Here 
the Forty-Niners swung off to the left 


in a southwesterly direction toward the 
headwaters of Raft River. 

Earlier on the trail there had been 
different courses and trails these lusty 
gold-seekers used, and later on the trail 
forked out again, but here on the Raft 
River the Forty-Niners traveled a trail 
of their own making. It was an uninter¬ 
esting stretch for them according to their 
journals, for by now the new had long 
since worn off the trip and their excess 
baggage was strewn all the way back to 
the Missouri River. Snow-capped Black 
Pine Mountain was to the south and left 
of them, and on their right rugged foot¬ 
hills led up to the. summits of Mt. Har¬ 
rison and Independence Peak and the hot 


July sun beat down upon tired men and 
beasts, doggedly plodding westward in 
their own dust. 

The second day’s journey up the Raft 
River was looked forward to with keener 
anticipation, for there two trails cut into 
the Trail of the Forty-Niners again. One 
of these known as Hudspeth’s Cut-Off, 
left the Oregon Trail at Soda Springs and 
cut across from Bear River, to the Port- 
neuf, to Snake Spring and then on to 
Raft River. The second joined into the 
Gold Trail a little farther on and came 
up from Salt Lake City to Weber River, 
to Bear River, to Blue Springs, to Snow- 
ville and then on to the headwaters of 
Raft River. 

These two trails yielded much in the 
way of encouragement to the weary 
Forty-Niners who had come by way of 
Fort Hall. This was particularly true of 
the Salt Lake to Raft River Trail for it 
was here. that those gold seekers who 
had left the main road at Fort Bridger to 


go by way of Salt Lake rejoined the 
surging caravan heading for the Gold 
Fields of California bringing with them 
some fresh rations from Brigham Young’s 
thriving Mormon settlement. As wel¬ 
come to the Forty-Niners as the rations 
were the bits of news about the Mor¬ 
mons and fresh reports from the diggings 
in the gold fields. 

Hudspeth’s Cut-Off merged with the 
main California road a short distance east 
and north of the City of the Rocks while 
the Salt Lake Trail joined the others in 
Junction Valley, a short distance south 
and west of that famous camp ground. 
However, many of those who had gone by 
way of Brigham’s settlements evidently 
took divergent trails which led them into 
the "Silent City.” Here the robust trav¬ 
elers spread themselves among the weird 
formations of this prehistoric city and 
camped for the night, or several nights, as 
the situation required. What a campsite 
it was! "It was as if a spectre came 
down the trail and gave us the keys to this 
strange City of Rocks.” 1 Nature in ages 
past had spread out here in this secluded 
valley fatastic shapes carved in stone; cas¬ 
tles, spires and even animals were here 
portrayed in artistry known only to 
nature. 

There is little wonder that the drudg ^y 
and privations of their journey thus far 
were forgotten by the Forty-Niners as 
they listened eagerly about many camp¬ 
fires in the midst of this city of stone 
while their comrades dispensed the latest 
news from the Salt Lake Valley 
and gold rush rumors. Then the 
silent valley was made to echo with 
the chants of songs they had learned 
along the way, accompanied by the 
twanging of a banjo and the screetch of 
the fiddle. Weary and exausted they fi¬ 
nally threw themselves upon the ground 
to snatch a few winks of sleep before the 
dawn beckoned them on to the Hum¬ 
boldt Wells, Carson River, and Hang- 
town (Placerville) and gold •—- rich, yel¬ 
low gold! 

That the Forty-Niners recognized in 
the City of Rocks a significant campsite 
is born out by the fact that its huge stone 
faces carried more names and messages 
(either carved in the stone or smeared 
with grease from the wagon wheels) than 
any other point along their entire trail 
Many of these names and dates which 
have been shielded from the wind and 
weather can still be read by the interested 
motorist in this historical spot on the 
Trail of the Forty-Niners. It is the hope 
of those familiar with its history and 
natural beauty that sometime, somehow, 
it can be made a National Monument as 
one of the few existing reminders of the 
trek of the Forty-Niners and where: 

See CITY, Page 12 



City of the Rocks as photographed by the author. Look carefufly and you may see the silent shades 
of Forty-Niners and Shoshoni moving across the screen. 
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We salute our own Dell Adams, SUP Member 
the modern JIM BRIDGED 

. . . Dell has for more than 20 years made this colorful 
pioneer character live again in parades and 
pageants and at SUP Pioneer Village Museum 




He chats with Bill Huffman, Pony Express rider 


Real Indians with Tepee, dance and sing for him 


SOUTH {AS 


DRIVE OUT & SAVE! 2144 HIGHLAND DRIVE • SALT LAKE, 

HORACE A. SORENSEN, Manager 
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The Mormons and the Tragic Donner Party 


By Eugene E. Campbell 

Professor History Brigham Young U. 

The tragic story of the Donner Party 
is one of the most fascinating episodes in 
the great westward movement to Cali¬ 
fornia. Heroism, pettiness, avarice, greed, 
sacrifice, mother love, courage, endurance, 
violence and many other human emotions 
are part of this tragic tale. 

Although there is no direct connection 
with the Mormon Church and the Don¬ 
ner Party, it is interesting to note that 
members of one of the larger families in 
the group were Mormons, and that other 
members of the Church were instrumen¬ 
tal in obtaining relief for the stranded 
group. Two of the first seven men to 
make a heroic rescue attempt were Mor¬ 
mons, and still another participated in a 
later rescue. Returning members of the 
Mormon Battalion were detailed to bury 
the remains. Then, too, it should be men¬ 
tioned that the Donner party pioneered 
the route that the Mormons used in en¬ 
tering Salt Lake Valley. 

Daniel Tyler, one of the returning 
members of the Battalion, gives the fol¬ 
lowing account of his interview with 
Mary Murphy Johnson, one of the sur¬ 
vivors of the Donner Party, at Johnsons 
Ranch, some forty miles north of Sutter s 
Fort: 

"The company traveled 18 miles today and 
arrived at Capt. Johnson’s mill on Bear Creek 
. . . This man Johnson . . . was said to have 
been one of Captain Fremont’s battalion and 
his young wife was one of the ill-fated party 
which has been snowed in at the foot of the 
Sierras. Mrs. Murray [sic] who was a Lat¬ 
ter-day Saint, was among the number that 
perished in that horrible scene of death. The 
circumstances under which she became a mem¬ 
ber of that company were explained to us by 
her daughter, Mrs. Johnson. The lady, being 
a widow with several children dependent upon 
her for support, while residing at Nauvoo, 
heard of a chance to get employment at War¬ 
saw, an anti-Mormon town 30 miles down the 
river. Thinking to better her condition, she 
accordingly moved to Warsaw and spent the 
winter of 1845-46 there. In the spring of the 


CITY, From Page 10 

"The Manuscript of God remains, Writ 
large in waves and woods and rocks.” 


i Archer Butler Hulbert, The Forty-Niners. 

(Editorial Note: The City of the Rocks 
is located just south and west of Almo, 
Idaho. It is easily reached by way of 
U. S, Highway 30 via Snowville and 
Strevell. Eleven miles north of Strevell 
a partly improved road leaves the high¬ 
way at Bridge and leads westward right 
to Almo and the City of the Rocks. This 
famous site is within easy driving dis- 
tace and a visit to it would make an 
excellent one-day trek, either national or 
chapter wise, for SUP.) 


latter year, a party emigrating to Oregon or 
California offered to furnish passage to her 
and her children on the condition that she 
would cook and do the washing for the party. 
Understanding California to be the final des¬ 
tination of the Saints and thinking this a good 
opportunity to emigrate without being a bur¬ 
den to the Church, she accepted the proposi¬ 
tion, but alas, the example of Sister Mur¬ 
ray [sic] although her motives were good, is an 
illustration of the truism that "it is better to 
suffer affliction with the people of God and 
trust in him for deliverance than to mingle 
with the sinful for a season and be lured by 
human prospects of better results. . 


the Murphy family numbered thirteen of 
the eighty-seven members of the party. 

The family endured the hardships of 
the entry into Salt Lake Valley, and the 
crossing of the desert without unusual 
incident, but early in October, near the 
present site of Reno, Nevada, tragedy 
struck their group. William Foster and 
William Pike, who had volunteered to 
try to get through to Sutter’s Fort for sup¬ 
plies, were preparing for their journey, 
when a pistol which Pike was handing 
to Foster exploded, fatally wounding Pike. 
He died within twenty minutes. 

After this tragic event, the company 
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Wells Fargo Stage in Salt Lake City just before starting the run north to the Montana Mines. The 
stage will make its over-night stop at Hampton's Bear River Crossing, north of Garland {where 
SUP unveiled a bronze marker in September 1957), 


Wilford Woodruff had baptized Mrs. 
Murphy while on his mission in Ten¬ 
nessee. He stated in his journal that "Mrs. 
Murphy apostatized and joined the mob,” 
but Roberts indicates that he meant "no 
more, perhaps than that she lived among 
those who were mobbing the Saints in 
Illinois.” (Roberts, Comprehensive His¬ 
tory f Vol. 3, p. 211.) Apparently the 
Murphys thought of themselves as Mor¬ 
mons, no matter what their official status 
was at the time. 

The family consisted of Mrs. Lavina 
Murphy; four sons, Lemuel, John, Wil¬ 
liam, and Simon, all under fifteen years 
of age; and three daughters, Mary, Harriet 
and Naomi. Harriet and Naomi were 
married, the former to William Pike, and 
the latter to William Foster. The Pikes 
were the parents of two small girls, Cath¬ 
erine and Naomi, while the Fosters had an 
infant son, George. Counting the in-laws, 


pushed on to the pass above Donner s 
Lake, but were caught in a heavy snow¬ 
storm, and forced back to the lake. Here 
they erected a make-shift cabin that was 
to be their abode for the following tragic 
months. Several attempts were made to 
ascend the ridge during November, but 
the soft, deep snow made it impossible. 
Finally, the group constructed fourteen 
pairs of snowshoes, and on December 16, 
seventeen of the group began their des¬ 
perate effort to climb out. 

The Murphys were well represented in 
the snowshoe attempt. Mrs. Murphy 
agreed to care for the grandchildren, so 
the two Fosters and Mrs. Pike agreed to 
try. Lemuel and William Murphy also 
made the attempt, although they did not 
have snowshoes. William turned back, and 
saved his life, while Lemuel perished on 
the trail. The other members of the fam- 
To Opposite Page 
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Ute Rangers view old Pony Express Station and Hotel at site of vanished Camp Floyd. The building 
still stands unguarded and unprotected from the elements and will, no doubt, be permitted to fall into 
utter decay, or be torn down, just as we have permitted so many other historically priceless build¬ 
ings and sites to be lost. What does it take to awaken communities, groups, associations, and our 
state to our responsibility to future generations to preserve the fine remains of our rich pioneer- 
period heritage? 


ily survived, although Foster lost his mind 
temporarily. They were reduced to canni¬ 
balism, and the Murphy girls had to en¬ 
dure the sight of seeing their brother dis¬ 
membered and eaten. 

Two Mormons, John and Daniel 
Rhodes, were among the seven brave men 
who composed the first rescue party, that 
reached the lake on February 18. They 
found that John had died, but the other 
members of the family were still alive. 
Only William and Mary were deemed 
strong enough to accompany their res¬ 
cuers, and they eventually reached safety. 
John Rhodes decided to carry baby Naomi 
Pike out with him, and she, too, survived. 
This left only Mrs. Murphy, her son, 
Simon, and her little grandson, George 
Foster yet to be rescued. William Foster, 
after recovering his strength, made a 
brave attempt to rescue the others, but 
when he reached the lake, he found his 
son dead and eaten and his mother-in-law 
half-blind and childish. He was able to 
rescue little Simon, however. The next 
rescue party to reach the lake found Mrs. 
Murphy dead. This was in April, two 
months after the first rescue party had 
reached the lake. 

Thus, of the thirteen members of the 
family that left Nauvoo, only six sur¬ 
vived. Mary, whertold the story to Dan¬ 
iel Tyler, married Capt. Johnson of John¬ 
son’s ranch in June of 1847, although she 


was only thirteen years of age. She left 
him the following November, and in 
1848, was married to C. Covilland. Two 
years later, he was instrumental in having 
Marysville named in honor of his wife, 
Mary Murphy. 

Samuel Brannan, who was the leader 
of the Mormons in San Francisco, was in¬ 
strumental in obtaining relief for the 
Donner Party through his newspaper. 
Later, in April, he decided to cross the 
Sierras and try to lead Brigham Young 
to California. While at Sutter s Fort, he 
saw the emaciated survivors of the tragic 
affair. A few hours later, he met a man 
crawling down the trail, and discovered 
that he was Keseberg, the last survivor of 
the Donner Party to escape. The rescue 
parties had refused to help this man and 
he was forced to try to make his way 
alone. Brannan gave him some food and 
went on his way. Years later he befriend¬ 
ed Keseberg, and gave him employment. 

In June of the same year, several mem¬ 
bers of the Mormon Battalion had been 
chosen by General Stephen Kearney as a 
body guard to accompany him back to Ft. 
Leavenworth, where he was taking John 
C. Fremont to stand trial. On June 22, 
they came to the scene of the Donner 
tragedy, and General Kearney detailed the 
Mormon soldiers to bury the remains of 
the Donner Party. Thus ended, in a sense, 
the Donner story. 


POSSE, From Page 9 

CONNIE PARSON S, ROOM A-6, 
HILLSIDE JR. HIGH, SLC, writes: "On 
October 30 we visited Pioneer Village. 
We are a group of 7th graders in Miss 
Gledhill’s social studies class. Since we 
are studying the Pioneers and their way 
of life, the Pioneer Museum was an excel¬ 
lent place to visit. We certainly were 
grateful for the opportunity. Our guide, 
Mr. ElRoy Nielson, was patient and very 
helpful to us. It must be quite hard to 
show a group of 7th graders around such 
an interesting museum. I have been to 
the Village I think about five times, and 
each time I go I enjoy myself. I like 
the store, the old ginger-bread house, the 
fighting-stallions statue. We thank you 
for making this Pioneer Village Museum 
possible.” 

• 

BIG NEW HOLLADAY CHAPTER 
HELD CHARTER BANQUET FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 6th, at Holladay 5th-9th 
Ward on Lincoln Lane, behind Olympus 
High School. President K. Grant Hale 
and his entire corps of officers were on 
hand to greet more than 200 members 
and wives. A sizable cotillion of Na¬ 
tional Officers, headed by Vice Presi¬ 
dents Karl B. Hale and Marlon S. Bate- 
man, with wives, added sparkle to the 
delightful confusion. Unusual entertain¬ 
ment, which we promised not to name 
if the chapter could get it without cost, 
strained many an abdomen with laughter 
and so mellowed the guest speaker, Dr. 
A. R. Mortensen, Managing Director, 
Utah State Historical Society, that he de¬ 
livered the best faith-promoting discourse 
of his career. All-in-all, more than one 
well-fed couple were heard to remark as 
they got the cold car started for the re¬ 
turn-home journey, that they "had been 
mighty well pleased.” Full report in Jan. 

• 

CLARENCE BAMBERGER, AND 
SHERMAN B. LOWE (both of Salt Lake 
City), are extended a hearty welcome into 
the ever-growing National Society, Sons 
of Utah Pioneers. Mr. Bamberger is a son 
of Utah’s former Governor Simon Bam¬ 
berger, and is internationally famous in 
mining and industrial circles. Mr. Lowe 
is Administrative Assistant to Governor 
George D. Clyde, an executive in high 
eschelons of Lionism, treasurer and Board 
Member of the Utah Pharmaceutical 
Association, Fellow of the American Col¬ 
lege of Apothecaries, and Salt Lake Coun¬ 
ty Chairman of the Republican Party. 
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New Directory of Chapter Officers 


A personal request was made by Presi¬ 
dent Christensen in October for chapters 
to report present officers and other 
pertinent data. We are happy to acknowl¬ 
edge that all but three chapters acted on 
the request and made this up-to-the-min¬ 
ute roster possible. Thanks, fellows. 

BEN LOMOND - North Ogden 

Nephi J. Brown, President; John W. Gib¬ 
son, 1st V.P.; David M. Shupe, Sec.-Treas. 
Harold L. Ward, Historian; Fredrick Bar¬ 
ker, Chaplain. 

BOX ELDER — Brigham City 

Claude Barker, President; Leland Nelson, 
1st V.P.; Leslie Jensen, 2nd V.P.; Jatres 
H. Miller, Sec.-Treas.; Walter G. Mann, 
Judge-Advocate; Lincoln Jensen, Chap¬ 
lain; Victor E. Madsen, Mus. Dr. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG CHAPTER - Provo 

Jay B. Hunt, President; George S. Ballif, 
1st V.P.; Lawson Hamblin, 2nd V.P.; 
Stewart L. Grow, Secretary; Gustive O. 
Larson, Richard D. Poll, C. S. Boyle, Di¬ 
rectors. 

BUENA VENTURA - Ogden 

David R. Wheelwright, President; John 
Childs, 1st V.P.; Clyde A. Lindquist, 2nd 
V.P.; Norman L. Pitt, Sec.-Treas. 

CALIFORNIA - Los Angeles 

John F. Howells, Jr., President; Burton 
M. Oliver, 1st V.P.; Heber G. Harrison, 
2nd V.P.; Leo J. Muir, Sec.; James C. Per¬ 
kins, Chaplain; Romney Stewart, Judge- 
Advocate; Daniel H. McAllister, Chair¬ 
man Monument Committee. 

CEDAR CITY — Cedar City 

Clem Judd, President; James Heywood, 
1st V.P.; Blaine Stapley, 2nd V.P.; R. K. 
Palmer, Sec.; David L. Sargeant, Chap¬ 
lain; Howard Dailey, Judge-Advocate; 
George A. Croft, Historian. 

DIXIE MISSION — St, George 

J. Henry Graff, President; Dr. William 
Baker, 1st V.P.; Vivian R. Leaney, Sec.- 
Treas. 

EAST MILL CREEK - Salt Lake City 

Joy F. Dunyon, President; Harry N. Poll, 
1st V.P.; German Smith Ellsworth, 2nd 
V.P.; J. Herbert Wheeler, 3rd V.P.; Val- 
oran Russell, Sec.; Don F. Harris, Treas.; 
Robert L. Judd, Judge-Advocate; LaMar 
J. Gardner, Chaplain; Arthur J. Wis- 
comb, Historian; C. Mont Mahoney, 
Spizerinkter; Franklin D. Richards, Im¬ 
mediate Past Pres.; Vaughn J. Wimmer, 
Chorister; Directors: O. Layton All¬ 
dredge, Wesley T. Osguthorpe, Thomas 
A. Lambert and Courtland P. Starr. 

GEORGE A. SMITH — Provo 

Elmer de St. Jeor, President; John Tay¬ 
lor, Treas.; Arvil H. Scott, Sec. 

GOLDEN SPIKE — Tremonton. Garland 

Jacob J. White, President; M. R. Mason, 
1st V.P.; Aubry F. Turley, 2nd V.P.; Al¬ 
bert D. Earl, Sec.-Treas.; R. S. Calter- 
wood, Chaplain; Frank Davis, Judge-Ad- 
vocate; Directors: Israel Hunsaker, Wil¬ 
liam Hurd, Jr., Albert D. Earl and R. S. 
Calderwood. 1 

HOLE-IN-THE-ROCK - Escalante 

William R. Barker, President; Thurman 
Spencer, 1st V.P.; W. Mohr Christensen, 
Sec.-Treas.; O. R. Porter, Historian; Gail 
Baley, Judge-Advocate. 


HOLLADAY - Salt Lake City 

K. Grant Hale, President; Henry Flor¬ 
ence, 1st V.P.; John Haslam, 2nd V.P.; 
E. Sterling Smith, 3rd V.P.; John Tray- 
nor, 4th V.P.; Scott Beazer, 5th V.P.; Rob¬ 
ert Tingey, Sec.; Roy Keys, Treas.; Glen 
Hancock, Historian; James Moss, Jr., 
Chaplain; Woodrow D. White, Judge- 
Advocate; Directors: Orden Curtis and 
Jack Lyon. 

JEFFERSON HUNT - Huntsville 

William Ferrell, President; Dale Newey, 
1st V.P.; Leland Richardson, 2nd V.P.; 
Carlyle Doman, Sec.-Treas.; Donald D. 
McKay, Historian; Wilmer Jensen, Chap¬ 
lain; Arnold Renstrom, Judge-Advocate. 

LEHI-Lehi 

David H. Carson, President; J. G. Cox, 1st 

V. P.; John Bushman, 2nd V.P.; Walter L. 
Webb, Sec.-Treas, 

LITTLE SALT LAKE CHAPTER - Parowan 

W. Clair Rowley, President; R. L. Fen¬ 
ton, 1st V.P.; Harley W. Dalton, 2nd 
V.P.; Clifton Halterman, Sec.-Treas. 

OGDEN PIONEER LUNCHEON CLUB - Ogden 

Charles E. Ballard, President; Arthur W. 
Grix, 1st V.P.; Dale T. Browning, 2nd 
V.P.; Lawrence Malan, Sec.; Delbert B. 
Folger, Treas.; R. T. Johnson, Historian; 
Arthur Woolley, Judge-Advocate; Earl S. 
Paul, Chaplain. 

OGDEN - WEBER - Ogden 

Francis L. Lund, President; L. Claude 
Wheeler, 1st V.P.; John Farr, 2nd V.P.; 
Lee A. Shurtliff, Sec.; Wilford H. Butler, 
Treas.; Molt N. Smith, Asst Sec.; Direc¬ 
tors: Dr. Ross H. McCune, Dr. Joseph .R. 
Morrell, Arias G. Belnap, George Larken, 
and Edwin C. Warren. 

OLD JUNIPER - Logan 

Dr. Chester J. Meyers, President; David 
Burgoyne, 1st V.P.; J. Howard Maughan, 
2nd V.P.; Bryce Wadley, Sec.-Treas.; 
Gene Linford, Historian; George F. 
Knowlton, Chaplain; Evan Murray, 
Judge-Advocate; Directors: C. I. Draper, 
J. Sedley Stanford, Orson S. Cannon. 

OVER JORDAN - Granger 

Read S. Arnold, President; William J. 
Coates, 1st V.P.; Stanley W. Bawden, 2nd 
V.P.; Rex Lambson, 3rd V.P.; T. Leonard 
Harman, Sec.-Treas. 

PETEETNEET - Payson 

G. Osmond Dunford, President; Dr, Asa 

L. Curtis, 1st V.P.; J. Clark Elmer, 2nd 
V.P.; McKay Christensen, Sec.-Treas.; Sid¬ 
ney Coray, Chaplain; Heber A. Curtis, 
Historian. 

SALT LAKE PIONEER - Salt Lake City 

Russell C. Harris, President; Ned Win¬ 
der, 1st V.P.; Wallace G. Bennett, 2nd 
V.P.; Verl F. Scott, 3rd V.P.; Amos Jack- 
son, Sec.; Paul W. Jones, Treas. 

HOWARD EGAN PONY EXPRESS - Ute Rangers 

Mel Bennett, President; Lee Henriod, 
V.P.; Leon Frame, Sec.; Pete Elmer Winn, 
Treas.; Lyle A. Larsen, Business Manager; 
Ray P. Greenwood, Drill Master; O. N. 
Wood, Property Director; Carl Meyers, 
Historian. 

SALT LAKE LUNCHEON CLUB - Salt Lake City 

Edwin Q. Cannon, President; Crawford 
Houston, 1st V.P.; T. Quentin Cannon, 
2nd V.P.; J. Dennis Murphy, Sec.; A. J. 
Elggren, Treas.; Directors: William A. 
Dunn, Earl Peirce, Thomas M. Woolley, 
Graham H. Doxey, George H. Nelson and 
Winslow F. Smith. 


we’VE DOne thE 
BESt we CouLD 
wiTH THIS lisT 
AND tHe NameS 
we Had. 
CAN't prINT 'Em 
iFfeN we 
DONt giT eM 


SMITHFIELD - Smithfield 

Edgar Nilson, President; Howard R. 
Bingham, 1st V.P.; LaMont Harris, 2nd 

V. P.; Preston D. West, Sec.-Treas.; W. 
Hazen Hillyard, Historian; Frank L. 
West, Chaplain; Directors: Asa D. Weeks, 
James Thornley, M. T. Van Orden, James 

W. Kirkbride and George L. Reese. 

SOUTH COTTONWOOD - Murray 

Keith M. Peterson, President; Harold A. 
Chase, 1st V.P.; Marlow L. Crabtree, 
2nd V.P.; Delbert A. Bench, Sec.-Treas.; 
Harold A. Banks, Chaplain; William E. 
Davidson, Program Director; James L. 
Marsden, Trek-Master. 

SUGAR HOUSE — Salt Lake City 

Fred M. Newson, President; Mervin 
Jones, 1st V.P.; Tanner L. Brown, 2nd 
V.P.; Dean Andrus, 3rd V.P.; George 
Morgan, Sec.; M. Warde Lee, Treas.; Roy¬ 
al Lambert, Historian; Howard Russell, 
Chaplain; Milton Backman, Judge-Advo¬ 
cate; Directors: Thomas Jensen, Sterling 
Nelson, West Hammond and Lorenzo 
Summerhays. 

TEMPLE FORK - Logan 

Irwin Thomson, President; Paul R. Felt, 
1st V.P.; Alvin M. Larsen, 2nd V.P.; 
George B. Everton, Treas.; Dwain Carl¬ 
son, Sec.; Judge Jesse P. Rich, Judge-Ad¬ 
vocate; Directors: W. Leo Andrews, Earl 
Webb, Willis A. Tingey, and Charles B. 
Cazier. 

TEMPLE HILL — Provo 

Unreported. 

TEMPLE QUARRY - Sandy 

T. Foster Greenwood, President; Curtis 
Brady, 1st V.P.; J. William Thompson, 
Sec.; Carter E. Grant, Historian; John A, 
Butterfield, Chaplain; Jesse P. Casper, 
Judge-Advocate, 

THOMAS L. KANE - Bountiful 

John A. Call, President; S. Lloyd Riley, 
1st V.P.; James C. Burns, Sec.-Treas. 

UNIVERSITY OF DESERET - Salt Lake City 

David E. Miller, President; Paul W. Hod- 
son, 1st V.P.; Mack S. Kesler, 2nd V.P.; 
George S. Dibble, 3rd V.P.; Harold W. 
Bradford, Sec.; and Paul S. Nicholes, 
Treas. 

WEBER PONY EXPRESS - Ogden 

Bud Favero, Captain; George R. Moss, 
Sec.-Treas.; Reuel Child, Lieutenant; Dr. 
Keith Stratford, Lieutenant; Dr. William 
Shurtliff, Lieutenant; Otto Dover, Lieu¬ 
tenant; Dr. Guy W. Ricks, Lieutenant; 
Lee A. Cheney, Historian. 
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THANKS TO S.U.P. TEMPLE FORK CHAPTER 

For the greatly enlarged photograph shown above of the historic 

OLD SAWMILL IN LOGAN CANYON 

And the long string of oxen working there. 

Irwin S. Thomson, right, Past President Temple Fork Chapter, presenting 
photograph to the Sons of Utah Pioneers Village Museum, where it will 
hang in a 75-year-old frame. 


THE SOUTH EAST FURNITURE 
CO. is proud to appropriately 
frame this priceless treasure. 



SOUTH TA-S 


DRIVE OUT & SAVE! 2144 HIGHLAND DRIVE - SAIT LAKE 


UTAH 


DIAL 


HU 


8686 


HORACE A SORENSEN, Managing Director Pioneer Village Museum, shown at left in above picture 
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ROSIE DOE . . , Santa's real 
live tame deer, Rudolph's girl 
friend. Bring the children to 
see her, she has a little gift 
for them. And, Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa in our picture window 
with the sled, helpers and 
deer, all ready to take off in 
life-like animation. 

SEE IT ALL at 
SOUTH EAST FURNITURE 
COMPANY 

IN SUGAR HOUSE on Highland Drive 

Use their convenient side-store 
parking lot. Enjoy the many 
features ... at the store with 
the Christmas Spirit. 


SEE., the giant 65-foot 
CHRISTMAS TREE with 
3,000 changeable lights, 
first, all-red, then yellow, 
then white, and finally 
all-green. Now, at 

SOUTH EAST 
FURNITURE CO. 

In Sugar House 





